In vitro effect of TP-1 (a calf thymic extract) on suppressor T-cell function of patients with autoimmune chronic active hepatitis.
Concanavalin A-activated T-lymphocyte suppression of IgG production was found to be significantly impaired in patients with untreated active autoimmune chronic hepatitis when compared to normals or patients with inactive disease. When the dose-response effect of TP-1, a calf thymic extract, on in vitro suppressor cell activity was assessed, lymphocytes from six out of eight patients with previously reduced suppressor cell function showed a significant improvement, while over a similar range the suppressor cell activity of most normal controls declined. These results support the possibility that defective immunoregulation in patients with autoimmune chronic active hepatitis may be related to a deficiency in thymic hormone levels.